Background: Anaemia is one of the significant public health problems among children in the world. Understanding risk factors of anaemia provides more insight to the nature and types of policies that can be put up to fight anaemia. We estimated the prevalence and risk factors of anaemia in a population-based, crosssectional survey. Methodology: Blood samples from 11,711 children aged between 6 months and 14 years were collected using a single-use, spring-loaded, sterile lancet to make a finger prick. Anaemia was measured based on haemoglobin concentration level. The generalized linear model framework was used to analyse the data, in which the response variable was either a child was anemic or not anemic. Results: The overall prevalence of anaemia among the children in Kenya was estimated to be 28.8%. The risk of anaemia was found to decrease with age progressively with increase in each year of age; children below 1 year were at highest risk of anaemia. The risk of anaemia was significantly higher in male than female children. Mothers with secondary and above education had a protective effect on the risk of anaemia on their children. Malaria diagnosis status of a child was positively associated with risk anaemia. Conclusion: Controlling co-morbidity of malaria and improving maternal knowledge are potential options for reducing the burden of anaemia.
Introduction
Anaemia still remains a public health problem in all corners of the world [1] . It is estimated that 293.1 million children under five years are suffering from anaemia and 28.5% of these children are from sub-Saharan Africa [1] . Anaemia aetiology has a multi-factorial nature, but with two main culprits, namely, deficiency in micronutrients and parasitic infections. Malaria is the most common parasitic infection associated with anaemia [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] . Iron deficiency is the main micronutrient that contributes to anaemia [7] .
Half of the burden of childhood anaemia is suspected to be caused by Iron deficiency [1] . In children, the disease is strongly linked with reduced cognitive development, high mortality, low immunity and low growth rate [8, 9] . Anaemia can be life threatening, especially when the haemoglobin concentration level falls below 70g/l [10] . For such severe anaemia cases, common treatment methods are iron supplementation and blood transmission [11] [12] [13] [14] [15] In Eastern Africa, it is estimated that three quarters of the children under five suffer from anaemia [16] . Previous studies on anaemia in Kenya have been restricted to particular areas of the country which are malaria endemic [17, 18] . The objective of this paper is to estimate the prevalence of anaemia and to determine its risk factors from a nationwide cross-sectional survey.
Ethical Statement
This study protocol was approved by the Kenyatta National hospital/University of Nairobi Scientific and Ethics Review Committee. Written informed consent was obtained from the parents or guardians of children who participated in the study. Data were analyzed anonymously. The risks and benefits of participation in the study were explained to each participant during the process of the informed consent. The risk of participation was the discomfort caused by the pricking needle while the benefits included identification and immediate treatment of malaria.
Study Area
The republic of Kenya sits on 582,646 square kilometers of land and having a coastal strip along the Indian Ocean covering 536 kilometers. Kenya is situated in East Africa between latitude 5˚north and 5˚south and longitudes 34˚east to 42ẘ est. The lowest platform is the sea level and the highest point is at the peak of Mount Kenya, at 5199 meters above the sea level. The changes in altitude and terrain from one region to another, generates disparity in the country's climate, which ranges from hot and humid tropical along the Indian Ocean coast to temperate in the interior parts of the country and extremely dry in the north and northeast parts of the country. Two main seasons of rain are inherent in Kenya; long rains, which occur in the months of April to June and short rains, which occur in the months of October to December. Kenya is divided into 47 independent administrative units called counties.
Study Design and Selection of Study Participants
The data used in this analysis was derived from the Malaria indicator survey, a nationwide cross-sectional survey with the objective of determining the status of malaria and anaemia among children of the age of 6 months to 14 years old. The survey was conducted between June to August in 2010; malaria transmission is peak in Kenya during this period.
A two-stage cluster sampling with stratification was used in the survey. The first stage involved selection of enumeration areas leading to creation of 1,800 clusters with probability proportional to measure of size, using districts as strata. Out of these 1,800 clusters, 240 clusters were selected and used in the 2010 malaria indicator survey with each cluster having 30 households. In total, 6,538 households, 11,711 children aged 6 months to 14 years, and 5,749 women aged 15-49 were interviewed during the survey. Two questionnaires were used in the survey; the household questionnaire which collected the characteristics of the households and the individual questionnaire which collected information from consenting women aged 15-49 years. Further information on the survey methodology in the 2010 malaria indicator survey can be found in the official report of the survey [19] .
Blood samples were collected using a single-use, spring-loaded, sterile lancet to make a finger prick on children aged between 6 months and 14 years whose guardians/parents consented for their children to be tested for anaemia and malaria. On spot testing for malaria was carried out using the CareStartH kit while anaemia was measured using the HemoCueH kit. The tested blood samples were sent for further laboratory smear tests. Malaria diagnostic results reported in this study were from slide microscopy.
Data Analysis

Outcome variable
The outcome of interest in this study is anaemia test result. Anaemia status was defined, adjusted for both altitude and age as recommended by World Health Organisation. A child in the age of 6 to 59 months is defined to be anaemic if his/ her altitude adjusted haemoglobin is ,110 g/L. A child in the age of 5 to 11 years is defined to be anaemic if his/her altitude adjusted haemoglobin is ,115 g/L. Finally, a child in the age of 12 to 14 years is defined to be anaemic if his/her altitude adjusted haemoglobin is ,120 g/L. Therefore the outcome variable is binary, indicating whether the child is anaemic or not.
Independent variables
The independent variables consisted of the baseline socio-economic, demographic, and other illness variables that included gender, age, malaria status, residence and wealth quantile. An initial exploratory and univariate analysis was carried out to identify variables to be included in the multivariate analysis. The results of this initial analysis are displayed in Table 1 . 
Statistical analysis
The data at hand was analyzed using the generalized linear modeling framework. This is a generalization of the linear regression framework to include response variables that are not necessarily continuous and normally distributed by linking the outcome variable to the independent variables using an appropriate link function. There is a rich literature on generalized linear models which has seen applications in numerous fields of studies [20] . Logistic regression is a member of the generalized linear models and is used for modeling binary data [21] . Maximum likelihood procedure is used in getting the parameter estimates in the generalized linear models framework [22] .
g(r i )~x' i bzw' i c:
In this equation, g(:) is a logit link function, b is a p dimensional vector of regression coefficients for the continuous independent variables, and c is a r dimensional vector of regression coefficients for the categorical independent variables. The analysis was performed in STATA version 11 (College Station, Texas)
Results
This study utilized data from 11,711 children across Kenya, in the age of 6 months to 14 years, who provided blood samples for testing. The prevalence of anaemia among children in this age group, in Kenya, was estimated to be 28.8%. Table 1 shows the prevalence of anaemia by the different demographic, socioeconomic and morbidity factors among the children. Table 2 provides the parameter estimates of the generalized linear model, employed to determine the risk factors of anaemia among the children of interest in this study. Age of the child, sex of the child, wealth quantile of the household, mother's highest education level and malaria diagnosis status of the child were found to be significantly associated with anaemia while place of residence, sex of the household head and mosquito nets usage, were found to be insignificant. Two way interaction effects between these variables were also included in the model and were found to be insignificant and were dropped from the analysis.
Age of the child was found to be significantly associated with anaemia (P-value: ,0.001). The risk of anaemia was found change with age in a sinusoidal manner. Figure 1 shows the variation of anaemia prevalence by age. A child whose age is less than one year was found to be 2 times more susceptible to anaemia as compared to a 14 year old counterpart (OR: (2.134(1.399, 3.257) )).
A male child was found to have a higher risk of presenting anaemia than a female child (OR: 1.215(1.083, 1.362)p-value50.001). With regards to wealth quantile, the risk of presenting with anaemia was found to vary in a decreasing manner with highest risk being in the household in the poorest category (OR: 1.615(1.284, 2.031), p-value,0.001). Children in households in the richest quantile had the least risk of anaemia. Level of mother's education was significantly associated with the risk of anaemia in the children (p-value,0.001). Mothers with post secondary education and secondary education complete had a protective effect on the risk of anaemia on their children. The risk of anaemia was 1.5 times more in children whose mothers had no education as compared to children whose mothers had post secondary education (OR: 1.569(1.09,2.259)). There was a reduction in risk in children whose mothers had completed secondary education; the risk of anaemia was 1.2 times higher in children whose mothers had post secondary education as compared to children whose mothers had completed secondary education only.
Malaria diagnosis status of a child was found to be strongly associated with the risk of anaemia (OR: 4.022(3.399, 4.759), p-value,0.001). Children diagnosed with malaria were found to be 4 times more prone to anaemia.
Discussion
Anaemia is one of the significant public health problems among children worldwide particularly in malaria prone regions. Understanding risk factors of anaemia provides more insight to the nature and types of policies that can be put up to fight anaemia. The present study was conducted based on the 2010 Kenya Malaria indicator survey. The study used generalized linear models to identify the risk factors associated with anaemia. This study found the following demographic factors had association with anaemia: age of the child and the child's sex. Malaria diagnosis status was the only morbidity status that was available in the study; it was also found to be strongly related to malaria. The following socio-economic factors were also found to have association with anaemia: mother's education level and wealth quantile of the household. Interaction effects of these variables were all insignificant in the analysis.
From this analysis, it was observed that the risk of having anaemia decreased with age. Children under the age of 1 year were highly susceptible to anaemia. Magalhães [23] carried out an analysis in West Africa, involving Burkina Faso, Ghana and Mali, they reported the same trend of anaemia prevalence by age.
Male children were also found to have an elevated risk of anaemia as compared to their female counterparts. A comparable observation was made in other African countries like Ghana and Malawi [6, 10, 17 ].
Mother's education level was found to have a protective effect on the chance of the child being diagnosed with anaemia. Children whose mothers' had secondary, and higher levels of education, were less likely to be anaemia positive. Leite et al. [24] had a similar observation on the effect of maternal schooling on anaemia diagnosis among children in their study carried out in Brazil.
Children belonging to households categorized in the poorest quantile have higher chances of testing positive for anaemia. Similar observations were made in previous studies [23, 24] . Significant co-morbidity of anaemia and malaria was found in this study. This is in line with past studies that have reported association in these two morbidities [3-6, 17, 25-27] .
Conclusions
The results of this study can provide insights to develop policies for intervention of anaemia in a two pronged manner. Firstly is maternal education. Maternal education was found to have a protective effect on risk of anaemia. The government should focus on providing information to young mothers on adequate nutrition for their young babies. Information on food products including indigenous African foods, which contain relevant vitamins and iron, will go a long way in reducing anaemia prevalence in the country [11-13, 28, 29] .
Secondly, up scaling interventions on malaria and ensuring that these interventions cover most parts of the country will lead to reduction in anaemia cases. This is a consequence of the finding that there is strong association between malaria and anaemia in the children.
Hither to, the study highlights two main areas which could provide avenues for reducing the prevalence of anaemia in Kenya. These areas are, controlling comorbidity of malaria and anaemia, and improving maternal knowledge.
No study goes without limitations. One major limitation of this study is the cross-sectional nature of the study. Follow-up studies provide more insight into public health problems. Another limitation was due to the fact that anaemia was measured based on hemoglobin concentration only, inclusion of other measures such as C-reactive protein (CRP) and plasma ferriton (PF) concentration [30] could lead to better diagnosis results. Despite these limitations, this present study has determined the prevalence and risk factors of anaemia among children.
